 Richmond PTO

 Meeting Minutes

 March 15, 2017

Call to Order: 6:36 pm

Members Present:  Stacy Wotherspoon, Shellie Callahan, Barry Ricci, Mrs. Martin, Rebecka Richards, Kristin S. Haxton, Robin Woodmansee, Kim Peltier, Sarah Dugas, Elisa Raymond, Donna Porter, Lisa Parr, Melissa Silva, Filipa Bryson, Elisa Campbell, Julie McGovern, Katherine Velander, Tina Noble, Joni Broughton, Kristen Anderson, Laura Couturier, Michle LeClerc, Jackie Wnek, Monica Kauffman, Catherine Stahl, Alesia DiSano, Rebecca Gwaltney, Marisa Navakauskas, Robyn Clavit, Wendy Partyka, Kristi Rossi, Natalya Dymova, Melissa Silva, Jessica Sands, Ryan Callahan

Box Top Sweepstakes Winner: 
Recognized 3rd Grader Isiah Cardoza for entering the $10,000 cereal box top in the sweepstakes.  

Awarded him with a gift including a guiness set of cards,  5 passes to the childrens museum, $50 Applebees GC, $25 Amazon GC, and a $25 Toys R Us GC

Message from Superintendent:
Barry Ricci attended the meeting along with School Committee Memeber Ryan Callahan.  Mr. Ricci started the meeting by recognizing that this is a very informed group. He stated the School Committee Meeting will be at the CHS tomorrow at 7pm. Budget has to be adopted tomorrow night and approved by voters on April 11th. If it passes, the budget will be done and ready for the next school year. If it does not pass, the School Committee will have to go back and reduce budget again, until July 1st. On 7/1 if there is no approved budget it will revert to last year’s budget, which will result in that has a $1.5-2million reduction. This happened one time before and it was very painful. Hope to produce a budget that people can get behind. This budget is driven by an increase in health insurance (13%) ½ regular inflation ½ claims history that is higher than normal and been using 

reserve money that needs to be replenished. 1.2% increase = $700k bill. Capital budget - 

$50k contribution the rest is state. Includes final payment on windows at Ashaway, 50% of the money 

to replace old section windows in Hope Valley School, 1/3 of the money to redo Richmond School 

parking/bus area. Staffing is not to exceed 22 students per classroom - added 3 new teachers. 

Positions are down and enrollment in Chariho is flat (Richmond is up). Burden of tax/property tax – 

community decides what schools will look like – direct vote. Mr. Ricci stated that Chariho is

facing financial challenges because state aid is needed. District is losing money and this will continue 

for the next three years. 
Mr. Ricci opened floor for questions.  

Question asked about what alternate fundings are they looking at? 

1st is Categorical transportation aid - $185K. In 2010 removed the regional incentive.  2% per grade level = 26%.  State will pay ½ of all transportation costs.  Level funded 3 years in a row.  Last year the aid was restored. Now this is happening again.  Mr. Ricci met with legislators to restore aid and wirte the formula into law.  2nd is money for capital improvements (different from regular housing aid)  3rd is career/technical categorical money – looking to get that increased.  

Question about an article in the paper stating that the likelihood is that 3 teachers that were added to budget will be removed.  

Mr. Ricci responded that he doesn't know if the majority of the school committee feels the same way.  Also, that getting to 22 students per classroom may not be 3 teachers but he does have alternatives ready if it does come up tomorrow.  

Question about how many votes are needed to adopt the budget?

1 more than half of those who vote in all three towns. 
Question about flyers in school?

Keep school a neutral property.  Staff to not wear pins.  Handing out flyers outside of the school – grey area – as long as not interfering with the flow of traffic. Will post signs to vote as it gets closer. 

Question about what the tax increase will be if budget gets passed? 

Mr. Ricci stated that he cannot tell you what the tax rate will be.  The towns must fund if approved. Richmond can offset bill with state aid (5 million)

Question about what the current cost per student is the the Chariho School District?

Annually about $17k per student – state average is approximately $16k – the difference is in transportation.  

Question about bus company and timing?

Mr. Ricci asked for the question to be brought to him tomorrow and he will look into it.   Brought up the new transportation idea since 38% of students do not use the buses.  Going to try a registration process based on need.  If not on bus for 10 consecutive days will be dropped from route.  Can opt in at any time.  If works out may be able to take some buses off the road.  

Question about if there is review system in place to review salaries? 

Contracts are on the Chariho website.  Can see all salaries.  Chariho does have the highest rate in state at 20% for health insurance

Filipa Bryson stated that if the budget does fail and gets level funded it will hurt our children immensely.  Will lose High C, foreign language, teachers, teaching assistants, reading teachers, middle school sports will get cut.  Once cut it is hard to get back.  Need to educate those that do not have children. 

Concluding:

School budget in last 5 years has increased .5%  - above average  

Estimating numbers based on projections to keep classrooms no larger than 22 students.  If in violation of contract will have to hire a teacher.   The Chariho community consisits of 60% of voters with no children in the school system.  People who live in these 3 towns are very fortunate – great school system and the beauty of the area.  This is a long term issue – not a one year issue.  There is no argument that there is quality education. 

Non-Budget question  - 5210 program – question about chocolate milk and trix flavored yogurt.  There is a health and wellness sub-committee meeting that meets 4x per year.  All food served in the schools meets federal and state regulations.  

Message from Principal:    
Mrs.  Martin thanked the PTO for purchasing the kindergarten stools, the study group guides and the water fountains. 

2 URI partners are helping with the greenhouse.  There will be an event in the spring  - planting with parent.  PTO asked if a cart would be needed to transport materials to and from the greenhouse.  Grant was used white board, markers, gardening kits, seeds, books on gardening and healthy eating.  
Thank you to the Connor family who redesigned the Richmond promotional flyer.  

Back to the groove from the snow days – PARCC testing end of April

Just finished assessments – report cards Monday 3/20

Celebrating Reading Month in March – guest readers, storyteller, wear green on friday, poem in pocket, joke day

Open School week – no new enrollments.

Kindergarten registration starts next week.  Will be scheduling tours. 

First Grade Funds:
$1500 – Field trip, POW Science to school, end of year gifts
Third Grade Funds: 
Mystic Field trip, white books, Ninigret

Treasurer Report:
Checking Account - $21,181.58

Savings Account - $5,964.63

Estimated to Spend - $11,552.81

Total Spendable - $15,593.70
Water Fountains/Bobble Chairs:
Stacy Wotherspoon stated that they are bought and delivered.  Also purchased 24 bobble chairs for kindergarten at $70 each.  Also purchased some Therabands to put around chair legs  

Special Education expressed interest in bobble chairs– Mrs. Martin to follow up. 

Box Tops: 
Thank you to Isiah Cardoza for entering the sweepstakes and winning Richmond School $10K

This check will be for $10,921.20

 Richmond  is #1 in state and #9 in nation out of 96,465 schools participating.  

Will have new envelopes next year.
Stop and Shop:
Shellie Callahan reported that program ends 3/19.  To date $12,658 ~2k less per month than LY) - % based on popularity of the program.  

Mrs. Martin mentioned Caroline's Cart – cart designed to be used with wheelchair.  Our local stop and shop should be getting one soon.  

EnRichmond: 

Tuesday class that was missed for the snow day will be made up on 4/4 (waiting for confirmation from cheerleading)   Program is going good  - kids are having a blast.  Check out at the door of classroom instead of main door is going great.  Thank you to those helping with sign in and sign out. 

Girl's Choice:
Friday 4/28 6:30-8:30  What kind of star will you be? Red Carpet.  Passed around sign up sheet to help out. Can do decoration help at home – making stars.  Going to have professionals come in to take pictures and autographs with girls – Mrs. Martin, army, vet, police officer, princess, URI basketball player, cheerleader, etc...
Yearbook:
 On sale - $20 each – flat fee.  Cost is actually $21 per yearbook – costs are offset by the $5 messages in the back of the book along with the ads.  Submitting the yearbook on 4/16

Mixed Bags:
Still in progress – orders due on Fri 3/17  Can order online or through catalog.

Dates for Events 2017-2018:
PTO Meetings – 9/20, 10/18, 11/15, 1/10, 2/7, 3/14, 4/11, 5/16

Ice Cream Social – 9/7  5-6:30  1 week later rain date

Fall Spooktacular – 10/20 6 -8 pm

Girls and Boys Choice – TBD

Teachers Luncheon – Mrs. Martin TBD

Talent Show – 5/25

Spirit Week – In conjunction with Field day

Next meeting will pass around charis for events

Board Positions 2017-2018
President – Robin Woodmansee

Vice- Presidemt – Julie McGovern

Secretary –Melissa Silva

Treasurer - Kristin Haxton

Communicaions – Lisa Parr

Fundraising – Joni Broughton

Meeting Adjourned: 8:27 pm

